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SOVIET VESSELS PLY BETWEEN NORTH KOREA ARD CHINA

ASSERTS NORTH KOREA SHIPS IRON TO CHINA -- Tong-A Ilbo, 26 Feb 50

The frequent passage of Soviet vessels, heavily laden with cargo, to and from
North Korean and Communist-occupied China via eastern coast of South Korea bas
been noticed lately. Kim Song-sam, Deputy Chief of Naval Operations of the Taehan
Republic, said that the number of the Soviet vessels sailing along the eastern
coast of South Korea has been increasirg, and that all of the ships salling from
Hamgyong Provinces, North Korea, to Communist-occupied China are loaded with car-
g0, whereas the returning ships are usually empty. Kim asserted that the North
Korean Reds are apparently shipping large gquantities of iron materials to China.

PEOPLE'S RESENTMENT BRINGS ECONOMIC DISORDER -- Kyong Eyang Sinmun, 26 Feb 50

The ecomomic programs put into effect by the North Korean puppet regime have
failed due to relentless mistreatment of the workers , who demonstrate their re-
sentment against the Communists in the form cof strikes and sabotege.

It has been reperted that recently some railroad workers went on strike,
causing a number of locomotives to remain idle for 30 days. Another group of train-
men deliberately refrained from completing their working quotas, as a complaint
against profiteers who made undue profits.

Also, it has been reporied that unemployment is mounting, the food situ-
ation is being aggravated, and the intellectuals are longing for a free economy
more and more. Because of the drastic increase of businese taxes since September
1947, many merchants have closed their shops and quit business altogether. These
merchants hope for an early collapse of the Communist puppet regime.

Anti-Communist incidents have been reported frequently among the tax-burdened
agrarian populace.

Ignoring al)l these unhappy economic conditions, the North Korean Labor Party,
which.is the power behind the puppet regime, has been endeavoring to "militarize"
the government, strengthen the People's Committee, and promote friendship with the
USSR. .
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L TAEHAN REPUBLIC WEICOMES RED ARMY DESERIERS -~ Kyong Hyang Sinmun, 28 Feb 50

A welcame neeting was held at the Seoul City Hall on 26 February for Chang
In-chol, Commander of the Jlst Division under the Folitical Security Office of
‘the North Korean puppet gang, and 26 other soldiers vho came to the South on
16 February. The meeting wag sponsored Jointly by the Ministry of National De-
fense and the Army of the Tachan Republic.

Welcome speeches were delivered by the high officials of the Teehan Re-
public; then, in turn the deserters emphatically denounced |
of Rorth Korea. The meeting ended with the three shouts of
led by Chang To-yong, Director of the Informa
Army. After the meeting
Sy the welcaming reople.
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